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If you lived through the Yugosiav wars
it is strange to find how events can
catch up with you. They sometimes
seem (o have happened yesterday.
even though they teok place years ago.
In November 1 was in The Hague
watching the triat of the former Ser-
bian leader Slobodan Milosevic, |
could not see one of the witnesses
because his identity was protected. but
he testified that he had survived an
execution squad foliow-

ing the fall of the Bos-

niak enclave of Sre-

brenica in July 1995

When Milosevic started

to cross-examine the

witness, he kept asking

about the village of Ka-

menica, which is where

he came from. 1 could

not place Kamenica and

kept trying to remem-

ber why the name was

so familiar. Milosevic

was talking about Serbs

who had been killed

there by Bosniaks. He

said that they had “been

cut into pieces” and

their heads had been

“severed.” Angrily, the

witness said this was a
*fabrication.”

Then it struck me that
I had been there, in
Kamenica, on the cold,
sunny morning in Feb-
ruary 1993 when the
Serbs, who had just cap-
tured the village. were
exhuming a mass grave. The stench
was appailing. At least one body had
no head. When the frozen bodices were
faid out in the sun, they began to
steam. Then Serbian soldiers and oth-
ers wandered about looking for their
relatives.

Of course Milosevic was plaving o
Serbian public opinion. While in jail
in The Hague, he is still heading his
party’s list in Serbia’s general election
to be held on December 28, What hap-
pened in Kamenica was not directly
relevant to the evidence about the
murder of up to eight thousand Bosni-
aks in Srebrenica. But what Milosevie
was sayving underlined just how diffi-
cult the task of infernational justice in
the former Yugoslavia has become,
and how tightly the record of the past
is bound up with today’s politics.

Bosnia has changed beyond recogni-
tion during the fast three years, Al-
FIOST OTe O FoTugees oot oF i
original total of 2.2 mithon have pone
home - lar more than seemed possible
when the war ended in 1995, Bach day
Bosnian Croats, Serbs, and Bosniaks
have to work together a little more
closely to make their country function.

More than a decade agoe, in 1992
drove through the Bosniak-inhabited
town of Kozarace, which had just been
cthnically cleansed by Bosuaian Serb
"During the war Bosniaks were called
Bosnian Muslims or simply Muslims
Since thun, however, the name Bosniak,
which implies a nationality rather than
a peaple simply identificd by their reli-
gion, bas hecome aecepled.
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Tim Judah

forces. Nota single house remained in-
tact. Today Kozarac lics deep inside
the Republika Srpska, the Serbian en-
tity inside Bosnia which, under the
terms of the 1995 Dayton peace agree-
ment, coexists with the government of
the Bosniak-Croat federation. Visiting
it now, I saw that almost every single
house in the town has been rebuilt and
half the original population of 20.000
has returned.”

It is true that the rate of return in
Kozarac and some nearby towns has
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A man gathering firewood in a Bosnian cemetery,

been exceptionally high. But Bosniaks
tell you that far fewer people would
have returned had it not been for the
Hague Tribunal. Nineteen of the local
killers and organizers of wartime eth-
nic cleansing have been indicted. ar-
rested. or effectively removed: as a re-
sult people have felt it was safe to
return home. In castern Bosnia. where
fewer people have been indicted or ar-
rested, the rate of return s far lower,

Thm is just one example of the way
the court affects the region. But there
are many others oo, In Tact. it is re-
markable how important the tribunal
has become throughout the former
Yugoshavia. In Belgrade T met Predrag
Simic. the dean of Belgrade's Diplo-
matic Academy. In hig view, the chiet
prosecutor, Carla del Ponte. dealt o
deathblow to the reformist govern-
ment of Zoran Zivkovie, which then
colfapsed. by mdicting four Serbin
generals just before the presidental
clection on November o0 “ft was o
dagger in the back,” he sind. “for a
reason nooone can reasonably ex-
plain.” An extreme nationalist candi-
A superb book has just been pub-
lished in French on the events in
Kozarac and nearby Prijedor. 1t dis-
cusses the question of war crimes and
how they have heen dealt with w the
tribunat as well as the return of Bosni-
aks to theiwr homes. s Bosoie, fa Me-
moire a vif: Prijedor, laboraioire de la
purification ethigue. by Isabelle Wes-
selingh and Arnaud Vaulerin (Paris
Buchet/Chastel, 2003),

date came out on top, but not enough
people voted to make the election valid.

In the Serbian government building,
close to where his mentor, the former
Serbian premicr Zoran Djindjic. was
murdered on March 12, 1 met Ceda Jo-
vanovic, ane of the country™s outgoing
deputy premiers. He ds in a good posi-
tion o talk about the effects of the
Hapue Tribunad in Serbia. be savs, hav-
ing put Milosevie “on the helicopter™
that in 2001 took the former Scerbian
leader to Tuzla in Bosnia from where
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he was taken to The Hague.

I asked him about Serbia’s troubled
relations with the tribunal since the
fall of Milosevie, Why, for example.
hasn't General Ratko Miladic, the
former Bosnian Serb military leader
who is charged with penocide and
widely believed to be in Serbia. been
handed over as Milosevie had been?
At first, he said. Mladic was protected
by the military, which supported Vo-
jistav Kostunica. the first (and last)
Yugoslay  president atte ilosevic
tell Kostunica was Dindjic’s great
vival and now, fronically, partly be-
cause of the much-resented pressure
from The Hague to deliver more m-
dicted Serbs for triall Kostunica's
party could return to power on De-
cember 28, 7 The top of the federad ad-
nunistration.” Jovanovic sard. meaning
the people orignally around Kostu-
nica. Teave support to the Hagoe win
CriFnadiNg Sad Dhsdiic. e conime
ved, Tis dead because of thatt Ths
Kitters told the special prosecutor that
they had done it beciuse they were pa-
Dypmndyic was a0 Hagoe
becanse he had handed oves

triots  and
trator”
Serbs to the tribunal.

Still 1 osaids Kostuniea el office
when Yugoshavia was abobshed and
repbiced with the new “state unton”™ of
Serbraand Montencyro Jast Februan
soowhy had General Mbadic not been
arrested siee then? Well he sind. “we
did not have the imstruments tor that
Who wauld do n? Sreten Tuke?” Thas
was an iromce guestion, Lokic s ef-
fect Serbirs current chiel of police

Hue owes his job to the fact that he be-
truyed Milosevic just at the right time
and supported the democratic forees
led by Dijindjic. After Djindjic was
kitled. Lukic was in charge of rounding
up some ten thowsand people. while
the state mounted a counterattack
against many of the organized crime
syndicates that have done great dam-
age 1o Serbia in recent vears.,

Indeed. if it turns oul. asx many be-
licve, that a coup backed by some of
the military was supposed to follow

Dijindjic’s  assassination
“inorder to end coopera-
tion with the tribunal,
Lukic was probably in-
strumental in foiling it
One of the apparent mo-
tives for the coup plot-
ters. and fog the support
they had from the mili-
tary. was 1o end coop-
eration with the tribunal.
But now Lukic’s past
has caught up with him.
On October 20, Ms. del
Ponte  announced  in
London that she had
indicted him, along tith
three other generals, for
war crimes in Kosovo,
where he was chiet of
puolice during the contlict
there. By way of his re-
sponse  to  the indict-
ment, he and one of the
other generals will be
candidates in the elec-

tion on December 28,
Fdon't helieve that the
Hague Tribunal is the
only. or evean a major.
reason for the collapse of the reformist
government that led Serbia since 2000,
but it has contributed to i, That may
be because. as Natasa Kandic. Serbia’s
teading human rights activist. told me.
no one in the government had the
courage to say that Serbs needed to
lace up to the crimes that bad been
committed in their name. Instead the
government had handed over Milose-
vie, among others, “because he wis
their enemy.” Because of international
pressure, and because aid had been
ticd 1o cooperation with the tribunal,

Randic said.

No one mentioned war crimes or

the crimmnad acts for which Milose-

vie and the others were accused.

Fhey sand “we must cooperate be-

catse Serbia and Montenegro is a

member of the UNT or “we need

tinancial wid, the support of the

N or the World Baok 7 Wedon'

have politicis who think they

hiave an obhiration to aveept re-
sponsibility tor Milosevics time.

Al the polis have consistently shown
that Sevbs mistrust the tribunal and
contnue 1o view i as anti-Serb. Phey
pomt to the apparent tact that three
Serby are indicted for cach non-Serh.
While 1tas also true that Serbs tought
m ol the main recent Yogosfay wars

s Croaten, Bosnia, amd Kosove as
Alcksi Dyifas. a leading Serbian com-
moentiator and an cloguent opponent ol
the tribunall pomts ot Scerbs are sus-
pictots of the court see, apart lrom
military men. the onby political feaders
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Camus and Sartre
The Story of a
Friendship and the
Quarrel that Ended It
Ronald Aronson
“The Camus-Sartre debate harks
back to an epoch in which ideas
still mattered——and mattered
intensely. It was the Golden
Age of existentialism, of Sartrian
‘commitment,’ when these two
titans of the Left Bank intellectual
scene commanded worldwide
esteem. In Camus and Sartre,
Ronald Aronson, the English-
speaking world’s foremost Sartre
scholar, recounts this fascinating
tale of ‘fraternal enmity’ with
lucidity, flair, and discernment.”
—Richard Wolin, City
University of New York
Cloth $32.50
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Nietzsche and Music
Georges Liébert

Tranisiaied ify Uavid Pefiduer
and Grangm Parkes
“Nivtzsche and Music . . . makes
a real contribution v our
understanding of this controversial

genius, and shows us the extent -

to which his life and writings were
a kind of commentary on another,
more congenial but, alas, imaginary
person, Nietzsche the musician.”
—Times Literary Supplement,
on the French edition
Cloth $38.00

indicted so far have been Serbs. In his
view the tribunal “is a conspiracy. ba-
sically to... punish the main enemy of
NATO, the US, and the West.” The tri-
bunal, he believes. sceks “to justify the
{1999 NATO] bombing of Scrbia be-
cause of Kosovo. If Milosevic is in-
dicted for genocide in Bosnia then it
justifies the bombing over Kosovo.”
Dijilas and many of his fellow Serbs
charge that only part of the truth
comes to light in The Hague. He has
no doubt about the guilt of many of
those indicted but fiads it disgraceful
that Franjo Tudjman and Alija Izethe-
govic, the Croatian and  Bosnian
wartime leaders, did not end up in the
dock, although, after both of them
died. it was revealed that they had
been under investigation by the Hague
prosecution. Tudjman might have been
accused of responsibility for Killings in
Krajina, the Serb enclave in Croatia
fzetbegovie was being investigated for
his responsibility for a camp in which
Serh civilians may have been held
and abused, as well as for killings by
mostly foreign mujahideen fighters 1t
is not as though Serbs don’t know
what was done in their namoes, Djilas
says, but few see the Hague Tribunal
as concerned with “the whole truth.”

Aflcr I lefy Belprade botraveled to
Vukovar, the castern Croatian city
that was virtally flattened by the Yu-
goshay military and Serbian paramili-
taries when they besicged itand finally
took it over in 1991 In 1999, it was
peacefully handed back to Croatia.
Outside the city there is a large ceme-
tery and a monument to both Croats
who died defending the town and civil-
ians killed during the siepe.

One of the people | talked 10 in
Vukovar, which has now been sub-
stantially rebuilt, was Petar Mlinovic,
the local vice-president of the Croatian
Democratic Union (HDZ). the party
that had led Croatia to independence.
1t had been out of power since 2000,
but on November 23 was about to win
the general clection in which Mlnovic
was clected to parliament. He had
been one of Vukovar's defenders.
What, | asked. did he think of the case
against General Ante Gotovim, one
ol the main military leaders of Croa-
tia’s reconguest of Krajina in Augest
199572 The general has been indicted
for war crimes. including murder. the
destruction of thousands o Serbian
homes. and the cthnie cleansing of up
to 200000 Scrbs. He has not been
handed over to The Hague and the
outpoing Croatian government has
claimed that it does not Know where
hu s,

Mimovie msisted that the tribunal
win “much more Tavorable (o Serbs”
The Croats itwas trvieg to mdict were.
he said, only trving o defend then
country.” so they could not have been
responsible for war crimes. “hots of
thingshappefied there in by, he said
hnytrly “hut no ond 15 blaming Amer-

<1 for war crimes, BPhe Groatian gove

croment made an agreement with The
Hague thinking it would  threaten
Serbs.not Croats!”

MUROVICS View is i common one. In
the cemetery outside Vakovar Fatked
with Vendelin Kocho an clderhy man
who was laving flowers on the granes
of his two sons, who had dicd as the
city felb m 1991 On the day before it
fell. he had tricd to escape with ten
other men. including one of his sons,

Mr. Koch was the only survivor. |
asked him about the tribunal and he
said: “Sometimes they apply the same
measures 1o aggressors and defenders.
Miadic. Karadzic, and Gotovina can-
not be in the same group.” (Radovan
Karadzic, the indicted Bosnian Serb
wartime leader, remains at large in
Bosnia, despite the presence of 12,000
NATO-led troeps.)

While many believe that Ms. del
Ponte was to some degree responsible
for the fall of the Zivkovie govern-
ment. exactly the same argument is
heard in Croatia, where pressure for
Gotovina's arfest is believed to have
been partly responsible for the col-
lapse of a similarly reformist adminis-
tration. Still, Croatia. ke Serbia, can-
not escape the tribunal. Croatia has
heen told in no uncertain terms that its
path toward accession to the Euro-
pean Union is blocked by the govern-
ment’s failure o turn over General
Gotovina. Similarly, unless General
Miadic is handed to the tribunal by
nest March, the US will cut aid to
Serbia and refuse 1o support any loans
or aid from the IMF and the World
Bank.

Ivo Sanader. the head of the HDZ
and Croatia’s next premivr, assured
me that his administration would live
up to its obligations to the tribunal. He
seemed desperate to tell the world
that the HDZ is no longer a nationalist
party tut rather should be understood
as 4 conventional, well-behaved Euro-
pean conservative party. Thus, despite
the views of people like Mr. Mlinovie,
it is more than likely that General Go-
tovina will, if he is stitl in Croatia, soon
find himself on a flight to The Hague.
In fact, because of his party’s national-
ist credentials, Sanader will beina far
better position to take on this unpleas-
ant task than his reformist predeces-
sors. whoo like their counterparts in
Serbia, could alwavs be accused of
being “Hague traitors.”

2.

In Zagreh T met Vismga Staresina, a
colummnist on the daily paper Vecernji
List. General Gotovina, she believes,
has not been delivered to The Hague
because he is protected by people out-
side Croatia. After all, she points out,
the Croatian attack on Krajina in 1995
was planned with the help of Military
Professional Resources Ine. (MPR1U)
an argantzation of former US generaks
and top military men who could aot
have acted  without  encouragement
from the US adminintraton. The
American military planners “would not
like o fune such an operation on
il she sard, True or pot such spee-
alation cin abo be heard about Gen-
cral Miadic and Kadovan Kavadae
What they might have (o say about
their rehitiions with certain Western
politicians could prove 1o he ven
cmbarrissing, Whether such chms
are the product of Balkan conspuacy
theories or whether there s serous
evidenee for them remains an open
quuostion,

In Staresina’™s view, “The Hagoe has
fultitled 1ts role but il they continue
with their work they will destabilize
the region.” During the nextfow weeks,
fndictments for some thirty more peo-
ple will be made publics across the for-
mer Yugoskavia there is constant spece
ulation about the names that will be on
the list,

Just as in Serbia, perceptions about
the tribunal have large political impli-
cations. Indecd. while there is wide-
spread mistrust of the tribunal in
Croatia, Jadranka Slokovic. a lawyer
who has defended Croats in The
Hague. told me that most Croats don’t
realize how few of them are on trial
there. In fact, all the Croats who have
been tricd so far are {rom Bosnia.
General Janko Bobetko, Croatia's for-
mer chief of stafi. was indicted but he
died before he was sent to The Hague:
General Gotovina is stilf at farge, That
leaves only one man from Croatia
agiinst whom proceedings have actu-
ally begun. General Rahim Ademi.
Stokovic's client. There is no doubt in
his mind and hers. she says, that he
was “the scapegoat.™ Apart from the
tact that he had served in the Yugoslav
army and was thus an “outsider™ in
Croatian nationalist circles, he was de-
livered to The Hague. she says, because
he is an ethnic Albanian from Kosovo
and for that reason no one appears to
care about him,

When you talk with Ms. del Ponte.a
former Swiss prosceutor of the mafia,
vou get the impression that nothing
angers {or bores) her more than bav-
ing to rebut once more the allegations
of political bias and timing in her in-
dictments. My principle.” she says
firmly. “is not to care about the politi-
cal impact [ol indictments]. otherwise
I would not be independent.” Every
time she is ready with an indictment,
she savs, "1 have been confronted with
the political situation in the Balkans. ...
1 am confronted with "It is clections,
itis this or it s that.. " What she can
do. she says, s inform governments in
advance that indictments are coming.
For example. she told the authorities
in Serbia six months before the indict-
ment of the four Serbian generals, but
it seems they did nothing to prepare
public opinion for it. As for General
Gotovina, the reaction to her warning
was that “he disappeared.”

Ms. del Ponte denies allegations of
bias, pointing out that while many se
nior non-Serb politicians like Bosnia's
Alija Izetbegovie might well have
been indicted, her critics appear to
forget that evidence is needed for an
indictment and this is generally hard
to secure, especially for politicians.
Hardest of all has been finding evie
denes and potential witnesses against
Kosovo Albanians. Beeause of their
code of honor, few with inside infor-
mation are prepared o collaborate
with the prosecution for fear of their
lives,

When it comes to Slobodan Milose-
vic and the charge of genocide. the
most serious one e faces, hard proot
apparenthy sl needs o be tound in
orduer o sfiow that i intended to com-
mit the act. apart from the simple fact,
W oindeed that s shown, that genocide
wirs i result of his actions.,

M\ det Ponte made i clear to me
that a compley and hitde-known prob-
fem has developed i the case of Ser-
biu. The Hague's prosecution team
wants documents and transeripts from
Surbia and the former Yugostay fed-
cral srchives, The authoritics in Bel-
prade say that the prosecution can
have specific documents. But they
don’twant to pive the prosecutors the
frecdom to go on a fishing expedition
that might later help Bosnia to prose-
cute the state of Serbia and Montene-
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gro at the International Court of Jus-
tice (ICH. also in The Hague. which
deals only with states. not individuals.
In that court Bosnia launched a case
against Serbia for genocide in 1993,
One of the main aims of the Yugoslav
tribunal is to prosccute individuals,
and thus ensure that there is no-Ser-
bian or Croatian or any other collec-
tive guilt. With the entire state ac-
cused of genocide. Goran Svilanovie,
the forcign minister of Serbia and
Montenegro, told me. “the endgame
will be collective responsibility. What
is the state? Iis the nation. meaning
Serbs, Maybe that is wrong., but that is
how people feel™”

Svilanovic has been at the center of
this struggle over documents because.
apart from being foreign minister, he
is also head of the state council for ¢o-
ordination with the tribunal. He has
an impeccable record. having opposed
Milosevie and been an advocate ol
human rights. But he told me: “The
burden of responsibility we are bear-
ing is not well understood by the rest
of the world. We are trving to prove at
the [CT that there was no genocide. We
don’t want to be the first state to be
found guilty of that.” After the elec-
tions on December 28 Svilanovie may
be replaced by someone who does not
believe in cooperating with the tri-
bunal at all.

If Bosnia wins ity case at the 1C1
several things may follow. One is that
Serbia may have to pay compensation,
The second. Serbs arpue. especially in
Basaia, is that the Republika Srpska
may be threatened. I it is found in
court that genocide was committed by
Serbia and Serbian leaders in Bosnia.
then the Republika Srpska may he
said to be an entity founded on geno-
cide. hence ilegitimate. In that case,
they argue. Bosnia's own  stability
would also be threatened.

Viadimir Djeric. who is on Serbia’s
legal team at the 1CK told me that it
Bosnia does not drop its case. there
will be other grim consequences for
reconciliation in Bosnia:

I we win. the public here and in
the Republika Srpska will sav that
there was not only no genocide
but no erimes at adl 1 the Bosai-
ans win, the Serbs will say that it
WIS TORC MOre CONSPIracy agiinst
Serbs.” We are not saying that no
crimes (ook place but what we sy
is that there was no genocide as
opposed to crimes against human-
ity and war crimes.

Two other cases concern Serbia and
Montencgroat the 1C5 Ina case that s
widely seen as weak. the Croats hine
also brought an action against Serbig
for genocide. Serbia. for its part.as ac-

Ny e N A LO G,
US and Brivain, of the illegal use ot
force against 10 during the NATO
bombings of 1999, Djeric told mu that
he beheved all three cases should be
dropped. The main problem. he s,
lies in Surajevo. where Bosniak politi-
cians have been insisting on pursuing
their accusations.

melwding thy

Thcrc 15 no doubt that more Bosni:
aks dicd than any other single nation-
ality in the Jormer Yugoslavia, but
how  nuny  did  remains uncertinn.
Amor Masovie. who isia charpe of the
Bosnian stiate commission that esca
vates mass graves, told me that be-
tween 130,000 and 200,000 may have
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died in Bosnia between 1992 and
1995, Since 1995, he told me. 17.200
people had  been exhumed  from
eraves, of whom some 9,000 had been
identified. hwe said 88 percent were
Bosniaks. 8.5 percent Serbs. and 3
pereent Croats. He does not think
that the FCI case against Serbia should
he dropped. He is also skeptical about
inew plan to try war crimes in i spe-
cial court in Sarajevo. in which. he
predicts, Tocal judges will simply vote
along ethnic fines. For him. the
Hague Tribunal and the 108 are vital
Tor bringing justive o the former Yu-
goshavia, “and justice s the most im-
portant condition for reconciliation.”
However, he s pessimistic about the
future. The tribunal savs it will com-
plete dts imvestigations by the end ol
2004 and close its doors by 2010, This
means that from now on only a few
more people can be tried. and thus

Slobodan Midoser e

many others will never be brought to
justice. This, he says, could have disas-
Lrous cConsequences:

In 1946 in Yugostavia we decided
to close mass graves and caves
{where bodies had been dumped]
and to cement them over, The
goal was. “What happened. hap-
pened. Forget it let’s go forward.”
But that “forward™ brought us to
1992, The families of the victims
cemented in caves started 1o take
revenge. They remembered their
fathers  and  mothers o mass
eraves so they decided to pay back
the sutfering of the Tast [ty years
by Kilfing others,

He s implving that without full justice
revenge sl again haunt the Balkans,

Fhe tribunal. T was told. s undey
prossure to wind up indictments be-
cause of the recent opeming of the
toternatianal Couninal Court (L00Y
alsoin The Hague, Many people at
the tnbunal told me that because ol
the Bush administration’s implacable
hostitity to the 1CC the US wanted the
tribunal closed and cases i tature 1o
be handled by wur erimes courts in the
couptrics concerned. By supporting
Tocal trials. despite their obvious dibi-
cultics. the US was thus in ettect back-
ing ity own assertion that it shoold
have domuestic jurisdiction in the cases
of  Amcrnicans suspected of - war
[SEITEN

One of the main aims of the THague
Tribunal s to chcourage reconcilia-
tion in the Balkans, The president ot
the court. the respected fepal scholay

Theodor Meron, born in Poland. who
became a US citizen and now teaches
at New York University, came 1o his
profession by way of bitter expericnce.
Between the ages of twelve and fifteen
he was o slave Taborer for the Nazis
and he lost most of his family i the
Holocaust. He told me that althoug

“reconciliniion was one of the historic
gantls for establishing the tribunal, more
than on any other aspect the jury s
still out on™ this. Sl he added: " Were
it not for such a tribunal. prospects
Hor reconciliation] would be preatly,
adversely affected.” Without justice.
he saide men’s primany instinet i
resenpe.

I Serbia. Croatia, and Bosnii, how-
ever, | met virtually no one who be-
Heved that the tribunal was helping o
reconeile people, A Serbian girl whom
Fmetin Prijedor in the Republika Srp-
skasaid she had nothing against Serbs
trom her town bemg sent to The
Fhigue to answer for their erimes. But
then, she added bitterly, when the
mainly Bosniak Bosman army took
the nearby town of Sanski Most in
September 1995, her grandmother dis-
appeared. Three years fater her re-
manins were discovered ina mass grave
with those of some 120 other Serbs
killed after the town's takcover. No-
body. she thought. would ever answer
for that erime. So. she said, Serbs did not
see the tribunal ~as a tool of justice.”

In The Hague 1atked with Emir Sul-
Jagic. For the last two vears he has cov-
ered the tribunal as a correspondent
for the Bosnian magazine Dani. A
translator for the UN in Srebrenical in
1995 he escaped the Tate of the thou-
sands of other Bosaiaks murdered
there after the fall, Precisely because
he came from Srebrenicn and had been
a translator. he knew both defendants
and witiesses i the Srebreadeu trial, It
had been very ditficutt for him, he told
me. When one of the defendants.
Momir Nikolic, accepted his guilt.

Powas crving in court. When he
said. 1 plead guilty 7 Fran Jown-
stairs and locked mvsetf in the toi-
let and cried my eyes outl It was
a genuine relie! 1o hear someone
fike him saving, “Yes, we killed
seven thousand or cight thousand
people.”

In Sarapeso. Hans Silaydrzic, the ur-
bane Bosniak wastime foreign minis-
e of Busnia, now the head of lis own
pohtcal party Jtold me thatas faras he
wits concerned the tribunal was o foree
tor good and for reconciiation. "It
helps o cathartic process i sovietios

an all sides. Phe message s that there
is responsibiling, There s crime and

punishment. so the message s that vou
exnnal murder. bl o dsdoete puas
ple without pumshment”™ But when
asked Suljaeie about reconaibiation he

sand:

reel the way a Holocaust suvivon
would have done i the Nazis had
ramvented themselves. 00 1
REGTTAN reconciliation as seen from
Ihe Hague perspective. T peves
wronged anvone. T odid nothing
wrong, Reconciiation means we
hinve to meet haltway, but that's
oftensive. aas wroneed and al-
mostmy entire fandy was Killed
cure about justice and truth
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